France since the 1970s: History, Politics and Memory in an Age of Uncertainty. Edited by EMILE CHABAL. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. 276 pp., ill. This volume, which emerged from a 2012 workshop held at the Maison française d'Oxford, brings together contributions from historians and social scientists exploring the shifting political terrain of France over the last four decades. In his Introduction, Emile Chabal notes the familiar tropes of crisis, decline, and impasse that tend to characterize both public and academic discussion of contemporary France. Since the 1970s a bewildering set of changes, from the collapse of a post-war Marxist intellectual consensus to profound transformation in employment structures and class affiliations, has produced a highly fragmented political landscape. Yet, Chabal argues, the resulting sense of disorientation is too often cast negatively as mere sclerosis and a failure to 'adapt' to the twenty-first century. Instead, he suggests, scholars need to adopt more imaginative ways of analysing these trends through approaches that take 'uncertainty' as constitutive, rather than as a by-product, of contemporary French politics. The impressive cast of contributors naturally offers a heterogeneous set of responses, but the result is an engaging and refreshing collection that justifies the initial premise. Organized into three groups of four chapters, the book opens with a set of reflections on the fate of the rightleft divide. The contributors put forward various takes on shifting voter identities and party formations, with James Shields arguing interestingly that the Front national has in fact reinforced bipolarity. Memory features prominently in Part Two, on the politics of postcolonialism including the difficult transmission of activist cultures between generations, contrasting approaches to commemoration in public spaces, and Patricia Lorcin's discussion of nostalgia for empire. Part Three arguably represents the core of the book, and connects to Christophe Prochasson's stimulating piece in Part One on François Furet's concept of 'the passions'. Reflecting the editor's own research interests (see Chabal, A Divided Republic: Nation, State and Citizenship in Contemporary France (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015)), the final set of essays combines intellectual history and political philosophy approaches to examine recent developments in French liberalism and Republican thought. Particular strengths are chapters by Iain Stewart on the 'anti-68 liberal revival', and Camille Robcis on Republican critiques of human rights, both showcasing important new research that chimes closely with the call for imaginative approaches. Lest the reader get carried away, Sudhir Hazareesingh's pithy conclusion reminds us why talk of crisis may not disappear any time soon. From the populist left to the radical right, he paints a fairly depressing picture of a political culture that appears introverted and incapable of meaningful self-renewal. Whilst acknowledging pragmatic local accommodations of pluralism, and the hopes expressed by some commentators that weakened state institutions might reinvigorate participatory democracy, he sees few signs of any positive consensus emerging. The consistent quality of the essays here, and their accessibility even when presenting complex ideas and debates, mean that the volume should be of interest to advanced undergraduates as well as to researchers from a wide range of disciplines looking for new insights into France's uncertain present. 456 pp., 380 pp. et 388 pp., ill. As the title indicates, the editors of these three volumes have set themselves an ambitious goal. The articles collected here were generated by the Équipe Traverses 19-21 between 2004 and 2008, and they make for a publication that covers an immense range of topics. Inevitably, the sheer extent of the subject matter entails methodological omissions, as a result of which the seventy-four articles do not always combine persuasively into a coherent whole. The inclusion of the life sciences, for example, even if there are a number of chapters focusing on topics other than medicine, indicates the need for an all-inclusive concept allowing the editors to link together this mass of disparate material. Perhaps the most frustrating oversight is that there is no contextualization of how approaches from the 'medical humanities' have understood the tangled relationship between literature and medicine in recent decades. Lise Dumasy-Queffélec proposes in the General Introduction that 'le rapport médecin/patient comme figure du rapport auteur/lecteur, voir écrivain/corps social est également à étudier, pendant toute la période considérée' (I, 13), which is a precept so close to this field of research that this should have been acknowledged, particularly since the volumes propose also to look beyond France. About a quarter of the contributions focus on other European (and some nonEuropean) texts and contexts, and 'literature' is defined in very open terms ('poésie, fiction romanesque et théâtrale, et aussi textes d'idées, politiques, scientifiques et philosophiques', I, 10) that occasionally also allow for chapters on film, visual art, and music.
